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Climate Resilient Floodplain 
Management Resources for 
Disadvantaged Communities
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New York State 

Disadvantaged 

Communities
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Disadvantaged 
Communities 
(DACs)

New York’s Climate Act 
recognizes that climate 
change doesn’t affect all 
communities equally.

45 indicators used to 
identify 35% of New York as 
DAC. 

Environmental Burdens 
include:

• Flooding in coastal and 
tidally influenced areas

• Flooding in inland areas
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Flooding Indicators (DACs)

Inland Flooding Risk Areas Coastal Flooding and Storm Risk Areas
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Potential 
Environmental 
Justice Areas
(PEJA)

PEJAs are identified based on 
U.S. Census data and are used 
to highlight areas that have 
experienced disproportionate 
negative impacts from 
environmental pollution due to 
historical and existing social 
inequities. 
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DECinfo 
Locator
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Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool
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Social Vulnerability
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Riverine Flooding (NRI)
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Coastal Flooding (NRI)
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Community Engagement Prioritization Tool 
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Resources

FEMA National Risk Index

 https://hazards.fema.gov/nri  

Maps & Geospatial Information System (GIS) Tools for Environmental Justice

https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/environmental-justice/gis-tools 

NYSERDA website for Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/ny/Disadvantaged-Communities  

Climate Act Disadvantaged Communities Criteria

https://climate.ny.gov/Resources/Disadvantaged-Communities-Criteria

 Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5 

https://hazards.fema.gov/nri
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/environmental-justice/gis-tools
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/ny/Disadvantaged-Communities
https://climate.ny.gov/Resources/Disadvantaged-Communities-Criteria
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/
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Climate Resilient 

Floodplain 

Management
For Disadvantaged and 
Environmental Justice 
communities
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Quick Guide
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Community Rating System

The CRS takes a more 

comprehensive approach and 

rewards communities for 

improvements throughout a 

municipality.

• Reduced Flooding

• Better Stormwater 

Management

• Better Planning
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310 Construction Certificate Management

320 Map Information Service

330 Outreach Projects

340 Hazard Disclosure

350 Flood Protection Information

360 Flood Protection Assistance

370 Flood Insurance Promotion

300 SERIES

PUBLIC 

INFORMATION 

ACTIVITIES

MAX POINTS

116

90

350

80

125

110

220

410 Flood Hazard Mapping

420 Open Space Preservation

430 Higher Regulatory Standards

440 Flood Data Management

450 Stormwater Management

400 SERIES

MAPPING 

REGULATIONS

MAX POINTS

850

2,870

2,462

222

755

510 Floodplain Management Planning

520 Acquisition and Relocation

530 Flood Protection

540 Drainage System Maintenance

500 SERIES

FLOOD 

DAMAGE 

REDUCTION

MAX POINTS

762

2,250

1,600

470

610 Flood Warning and Response

620 Levees

630 Dams

600 SERIES

WARNING & 

RESPONSE

MAX POINTS

395

235

160
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New York State – Highly Achievable Points

300: Public Information 600: Warning & Response

500: Flood Damage Protection

400: Mapping Regulations



30



31

CRS 
Crosswalk
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Climate Smart 
Communities 
Pledge 
Element  7
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Floodplain Managers Handbook
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/95f9e
9ca30354e049022f7d039621dd9
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Resources
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Online Resources

• CRS Resources - https://crsresources.org/

• Success With CRS - https://successwithcrs.us/

• New York State Floodplain and Stormwater Managers 

Association (NYSFSMA) - https://nyfloods.org/

• NYSDEC Floodplain Management - 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/24267.html

• Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) - 

https://www.floods.org/

https://crsresources.org/
https://successwithcrs.us/
https://nyfloods.org/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/24267.html
https://www.floods.org/
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Additional 
References
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Thank You

Brad Wenskoski, CFM

Environmental Program Specialist II - Floodplain Management

Bureau of Flood Protection and Dam Safety, Division of Water

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-3504

P: (518) 402-8280 | F: (518) 402-9029

brad.wenskoski@dec.ny.gov | www.dec.ny.gov 

Connect with us:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NYSDEC    

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec 

mailto:brad.wenskoski@dec.ny.gov
http://www.dec.ny.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
https://twitter.com/NYSDEC
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec
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